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Trinity Lutheran Church 
111 Nassau Avenue 
Islip, New York 11751 

Reverend David G. Wackenhuth , Pastor 
Reverend Carl Happ , Assisting Pastor 

Church Office:   631-277-1555  
Church Fax: 631-277-3134 
Email: trinityislip@optonline.net 
Website: www.trinityislip.ctsmemberconnect.net     
Preschool Office: 631-277-5855  

 LOOKING FOR JESUS 
 
A few years ago, a woman invested her life savings in a 
business scheme convincingly sold to her by a Ponzi 
swindler.  With her investment gone and her dreams shat-
tered, she went to the Better Business Bureau.  “Why on 
earth, “ they asked, “didn’t you come to us first?  Didn’t 
you know about the “Better Business Bureau?”  “Yes,” 
said the lady sadly, but I didn’t because I was afraid you 
would tell me not to give them my money.” 
 
We all feel sorry for her and her loss.  We 
may know of others who have lost much 
in savings during the recent months.  Yet 
she provides us with a good example of 
how humanity operates in its dealings 
with the Lord.  Most people know that 
God is out there.  They may even have a 
general idea that the Lord has some good 
advice about how they should live their 
lives.  Maybe He even knows how they 
can live forever.  In spite of such knowl-
edge, they still want to do things their 
way. 
 
That was the sin of our original ancestors in the Garden of 
Eden.  The Lord had given the instructions, but they 
wanted to do things their way. “We know better” is what 
they told themselves, and they paid the price.  In Jesus’ 
day, after feeding thousands with a few loaves of bread 
and fish, the disciples were impressed.  But they and the 
crowd followed Him as a provider of earthly wants, rather  

 
 
than spiritual necessities.  Jesus answered, “I tell you the  
truth, you are looking for Me, not because you saw mi-
raculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had 
your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food  
 
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give you.” (John 6:26-27) 
 

People still want to create God in their 
image.  The Bible tells us, and a look at 
human nature shows us, that the sin of 
knowing better than God has been re-
peated again and again.  Some believe 
that if you say a prayer in a certain way 
God will be compelled to give you 
wealth, health and rewards beyond your 
imagination. If getting these things of 
life is your motivation, think again.  Je-
sus said, “Seek first my kingdom and 
My righteousness...” (Matthew 6:33)  
 

He who left heaven’s high throne to be one of us, die for 
us and with great power rise for us,  knows what is best 
for us.  Listen to Him.  Believe in Him.  He has the an-
swers that you need for this world and the next. 
 
                          Celebrating the Resurrection! 
       
   David Wackenhuth,  
   Pastor 
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Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   Alleluia!  These are truly joyous words with which we greet one an-
other.  Christ is risen, just as He promised.  He is risen just as foretold.  Because He is risen, we can believe, 
we can have the hope that He alone gives us of sins forgiven and eternal salvation.  Alleluia! 
 
But even as I type these words, the grammar check indicator lights up the computer screen.  According to 
grammar check, (and many people), Christ is risen is not grammatically correct.  “Is” is present tense and 
“risen” is past tense.  The two should not go together.  Any English teacher will tell you that there must be 
verb agreement.  Some would argue that either He is rising or He has risen, but not He is risen.  Since all this 
happened over two thousand years ago, the past tense would seem appropriate. 
 
This is one of those infrequent times that we are smarter, no not than a fifth grader, but smarter than a com-
puter.  You see, we know that He is risen is indeed grammatically correct.  Christ was indeed raised over two 
thousand years ago, but it is a continuing event!  Christ continues to be raised today and every day.  This is a 
past event that is taking place in the present.  Christ is risen today for you and me.  He is risen and He re-
mains risen and ever shall be. 
 
So as you rise out of your bed each morning, remind yourself:  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 
 

                                                                                    ����������
                                                                                    Assisting pastor                   
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Baptisms 
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April 19, 2009 
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Weddings 

 
No Weddings in April 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Funerals 
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March 30, 2009 
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As I attended Easter service, I was happy to see so many in attendance.  The majority of the pews were filled and we 
were treated with a great performance from the Bell Choir, the Youth Choir and an excellent sermon.  We could feel 
the splendor of the occasion with the butterflies and the shear joy of knowing that Jesus had risen from the dead and all 
who believe will have eternal life. 
 
We at Trinity must always count our blessings that we are so fortunate to have the things we have.  We have asked the 
congregation to donate to replace our old roof and the donations have come in.  We asked for spare change to help 
those individuals less fortunate then ourselves and we received the change.  Trinity has always been a place that rises 
to the occasion when asked for help.  We ask for volunteers and they joyfully come and give of their services. 
 
As I have stated, we have so much going on at Trinity, it is hard to imagine why some members do not see it the same 
way.  I can only wonder since there are a number of our brothers and sisters who only attend church occasionally and 
some who never attend.  Why some individuals do not attend church on a regular basis is difficult to comprehend.  In 
Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not neglect our church meetings, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, espe-
cially now that the day of His coming back again is drawing near.”  We must all be diligent about attending church 
regularly especially with the warm weather upon us where we allow our activities to interfere with attending church.  
We will also see a drop in attendance after our Confirmation class is confirmed in May. 
 
We must all see how fortunate we are at Trinity and we should all count our blessings for all that we have.  Please con-
tinue to pray for all our staff members and for all those individuals who volunteer and give so much of themselves. 
 
      Submitted by Tony Fusco,  
                President 
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First Holy Communion Worship 
�
The following youth received their First Holy Communion 
in a special service on Sunday, March 29 at 11:30 am: 



 

Trinity Educational Opportunities  
 Sunday School ................................................................................................................... 10:00 AM 
 Confirmation Classes ......................................................................................... Thursdays 6:30 PM 
 First Holy Communion Classes ............................................................................... March and April 
 New Member Classes ................................................................................................. As Announced 
 Bible Studies ........................................................................................... Tuesdays and Wednesdays  

Organizations 
 Altar Guild.................................................................................................................. As Announced 
 Choir ................................................................................................................... Thursdays 7:30 PM 
 Christian Education  ................................................................. Last Tuesday of the Month 7:00 PM 
 Council ............................................................................ 1st Tuesday after the 1st Sunday 7:30 PM 
 Fellowship Club ................................................................... 2nd Wednesday of the month 8:00 PM   
 Finance ....................................................................................................................... As Announced 
 Gospel Outreach ....................................................................... 2nd Thursday of the month 6:30 PM 
 Handbells ................................................................................................ Tuesday 6:30 PM-8:30 PM 
 Ladies Aid ................................................................................. 1st Thursday of the month 1:30 PM 
 LWML ........................................................................................ 4th Tuesday of the month 7:30 PM 
 Preschool Board ........................................................................ 2nd Tuesday of the month 7:30 PM 
 Social Ministry ........................................................................................................... As Announced 
 Spiritual Care.............................................................................. 4th Tuesday of the month 7:30 PM 
 Stewardship ................................................................................................................ As Announced 
 Trustees .................................................................................. 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM 
 Worship & Music ........................................ 2nd or 3rd Tuesday of odd numbered months 7:30 PM 
 Youth. ................................................................................... Wednesday after 2nd Sunday 7:30 PM 

Organization Chairpersons 
 Altar Guild.................................................................................................. Carol Jensen  666-0475  
                    ................................................... Catherine Kivisild   277-1352  kivisild@optonline.net  
 Board of Christian Education ...........................Wendy Wendt  968-5087  wlwendt@optonline.net 
  Sunday School ................. Donna Falzohlger 224-3092  d.falzolgher@asphaltpaving.com 
  Preschool  .............................................. Ellen Barron  277-5855  msellendir@yahoo.com 
                    ............................................... Kris Holvik  277-2276  grammy2@optonline.net 
  Vacation Bible School ....................................................... Christine Boccalupo  277-7986   
                                        .................................................................. Kathy Camp  277-6918 
                                        ......................................................... Bonnie Moskowitz  383-6282 
                                        ................................................................... Karen Ruby  277-2517  
 Board of Finance ................................................ Rich Westerberg 321-4236 richwest@nesec.com 
 Board of Gospel Outreach ..........................Mark Langholz  968-9393  mark.a.langholz@citi.com 
 Board of Social Ministry ........................ Maryann Boorum  231-9815  lighthousebuff@msn.com 
 Board of Spiritual Care ....................................................... Al Reuter  434-8947  h4378@aol.com   
 Board of Stewardship .......................................... Mark Kasper 868-3446 mekjck2@optonline.net 
 Board of Trustees .............................................. Don Shaffer 666-7587  eileenshaffer@yahoo.com 
 Board of Worship & Music .......................... Michael Staneck 277-7784  mstaneck@optonline.net 
  Choir ........................................................................................ Grace Anderson  968-0796  
  Handbells ................................. Carol Graybosch LaCorte  834-1766  clct2010@aol.com 
 Board of Youth .......................................Christopher Boccalupo  277-7986  cbm_sola@msn.com 
 Fellowship Club ....................................................... Tony Flecha  884-1948  aflecha@mlmic.com 
 Ladies Aid .............................................................. Elaine Simai  277-0677  eks518@earthlink.net 
 LWML ........................................................................ Liz Sullivan  567-0460  1lizs@optonline.net 

 Outreach Programs 
Take off Pounds  Sensibly (TOPS) Mondays 7 PM 

AA Mondays 7:15 PM, Fridays 7:15 PM 
NA Tuesdays 7 PM, Fridays 7:30 PM 

Food Pantry Wednesdays and Fridays 2-4 PM 
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March 31, 2009 (April Meeting) 

Pastor Wackenhuth opened the evening with prayer before continuing our study in the book of Ephesians.  

The first topic of discussion was to consider appointing Dan Ladigoski to council to cover the position as Chair on the 
Board of Stewardship, for the remainder of the term (DEC’09).  Mark Kasper, current Chair, has not been able to attend 
meetings or work on committee projects due to personal reasons. Dan would be an excellent candidate, however, that 
would put a husband and wife on council and could have effects regarding future votes and start a trend of having sev-
eral family members on council. For now, Dan will be asked to fill in the remainder of the term and further discussions 
will be forth coming.  

NEW BUSINESS: 
Maryann Boorum reported the Social Ministry committee has organized a few fund raisers in the near future, to assist 
with families in our congregation, needing financial aid. One will be a large jar, which will be placed in the Narthex, and 
members can donate loose change (bills accepted too). Another fund raiser will be to collect “old gold”, such as a broken 
chain or one earring, etc. that will be then sold for money. A spaghetti dinner is planned for May 29, 2009 here at Trin-
ity. More info to follow for each event. 

Rich Westerberg presented the budget for the 2009-2010 year. Once the preschool reports are available the budget will 
finalized and up for approval at the next meeting, May 5. (this will give the committee 2 weeks to hand out the proposed 
budget to members) 

Tony presented the agenda for the next Congregational meeting, May 20, 2009 – which will include the financial re-
ports, the proposed budget, an update on the new roof and our partnership with Grace Lutheran Church and any other 
concerns of the congregation.  

Prior to the start of the Wednesday, May 20th congregational meeting, there will be a BBQ for our members. It’ll start 
at 6:00P.M. in the church parking lot, if it rains we’ll move  indoors. Thanks to Deacon Staneck for organizing the 
BBQ!!  The meeting will start promptly at 7:30P.M. in the church. Baby sitting will be available!!  

Deacon Al Reuter asked for suggestions for this falls “All Saints Day” celebration.  

Rich Jansen reported that his committee has been working on updating the church’s website. They’ve consolidated, 
cleaned up and added much needed information. There’s still more to do, but for right now a current list of activities is 
available on the site – www.trinityislip.org   thanks!! 

Deacon Mark Langhholz has been busy with his committee and one event planned will be “Friendship Sunday” – bring 
a friend/relative to church – tenitivly set for May 3rd.  
Tony also reported that Trinity now a member of the Islip Chamber of Commerce. We will have a table available to us 
at the fair May 3, 2009. Volunteers from Gospel Outreach and Pre-school will attend and have information available 
about Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 
TRANSFERS OUT:    Doug Ury     to      St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, East Northport, NY 
              Erica Corlito  to     St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, NY 

IN BY PROFESSION OF FAITH:           Ron & Barbara Risberg 
 
The next Council Meeting will be May 5, 2009. 
  
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
                                                                                                            Sharon Ladigoski 
                                                                                                            Church Council Secretary 
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He is Risen !  He is Risen, indeed !  Hallelujah ! 
 
Hopefully the winter weather is finally behind us.  Have you 
checked out the oh so many, many activities and Bible stud-
ies ongoing at Trinity ? 

 
The LWML hosted the Suffolk Zone Spring Event.  It was a wonderful day of prayer and mission work.  We all actually made 
Knot-Tied Blankets for The Suffolk County Perinatal Coalition.  “No sewing skills were needed”!  It seems that all the “ladies” 
loved our desserts too ! 
 
This month, 5 members will be attending CorMaria, a 2 day retreat in Sag Harbor.  The theme this year is “Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough”.   This is always a perfect weekend to relax, reflect and share God’s Word. 
 
We continue to collect postage stamps.  Just leave them in our LWML box in the Narthex and we’ll be happy to cut and “send 
them on their way”. 
 
We have paid off another Mite Mission Grant.  We are currently working on the following Grant # 10: 
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We are very thankful for all your help with our mites.  A few coins go a long way ! 
 
       Serving the Lord with Gladness,  
         Jane Tyska      
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Our Easter clean up on Saturday, April 4 was a success—15 people showed up with tools in hand! The group ranged in 
age from pre-teen to seniors. Thanks again for a job well done! 

Our walk ramp leading to the rear entrance of Fellowship Hall is heated. The system sprung a leak in the manifold, 
which had to be replaced. This repair required a plumber. The repair was completed and is now ready for next winter.  

Installation of a light above the cross leading into the main entrance of the church has been completed. Two additional 
groups of lights were also installed inside the entrance to light up the front stained glass windows. 

The roof on the storage shed has been reinforced again and the latch secured. The heavy snow load last winter raised 
heck with it! 

On April 20, the roofers began working on replacing the church roof. 

The Over-the-Hill Gang has been busy setting up our workshop in addition to addressing on going concerns. 

Ron Riseberg has joined our Friday morning crew. Ron has run his own construction company for many years and is 
newly retired. He will be great asset to Trinity and the work crew in particular. Welcome! 

The Trustees meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in room 1. Come join us! 

       Yours in Christ, Board of Trustees 



 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Easter!!  It’s hard to believe we are starting to plan for the end of the year.  Stay tuned 
to find out the fun that is still to come. 
 
We are in need of Sunday school teachers for next year. Please consider volunteering your valuable time to teaching our 
children about the Lord and his bountiful blessings.    We currently have teachers that co-teach with others because they 
are unable to attend every Sunday.  We will try our best to work around everyone’s busy schedule. Please consider join-
ing us.   
 
We were able to collect over $100 in change for Yvette in Haiti.  This money will go towards Yvette and her family’s 
daily living expenses and the cost of providing her with a Christian education.  Thank you for all who contributed. 
 
We would like to wish all mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.  Our preschool and kindergarten classes will be singing for 
you in church on May 10th.  Please try and join us for this special celebration for Mom. 
 
In May, we will once again be asking the families of the 3rd and 4th graders to help us put away chairs in the Fellowship 
Hall after worship service.  Thank you for your help. 
 
Classes will continue to worship in church in May.  Third graders are in church on May 3rd, second graders are in church 
May 17th, and the first graders will be in church on May 31st.  Please look for reminders in the bulletin.   
 
As the grass gets green and the flowers bloom, let’s remember it is Christ the Lord that fills our hearts with a renewed 
spirit.  We know this is a busy time of year, but please remember to join us on Sunday mornings to start each week bask-
ing in the glow of Our Father.  It will be worth it! 
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We are still going, though not as strong as we once were.  We contributed a substantial amount to the roofing fund 
this past January and were blessed to be able to do so.  

We are looking forward to our Mother’s Day sale on May 2 and 3.  We will have small plants, cakes, and boutique-y 
type items. Come down and check it out.  

We sponsored the 4/26 coffee hour. (Not sure you will get newsletter by that time)  

We continue to sew and stuff pillows every other month to contribute to Southside Hospital patients. We are also in 
an ongoing ministry to newborns and nursing homes with knitted items.  

Come join us every first Thursday of the month (except June, July, and August) at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
are always looking for new faces, new ideas and a few more working hands.  Prayerfully consider it.  

       In His  service,  

        Elaine Simai 
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1 Anne Merrihew, Ian Flannigan 
2 Christine DiGiacoma, Brian Savage, Elaine Williams, 
 Amber Atkins, Matthew Micalizzi 
3 William Greve, Jimmy Seibert 
4 Regina Israelian, Donna Greve, Marlene Potak 
5 Marion Otten 
6 Al Dieumegard, Gloria Long Jones, Jennifer Koppelmann 
7 Byron Stewart 
8 Leif Gobel 
9 Nicholas Pamlanye, Ella Micalizzi 
10 Scott Miller, David Maretsky 
11 Agnes Danielsen, Eric Purchacki 
12  Alison Pickersgill,  
 Peter D’Ambrosio 
13 Kris LaBarbera 
14  
15 Leslie Meyer 
16 Florence Seil 
17 Jennifer Baillie 

18  Linda Simmons, Elaine Simai, Olivia Albert,  
 Christopher Hidalgo 
19 Bob Davis 
20 David Uher 
21 Margaret Koelbel, Matthew Stenger, 
 Michael Ferlin 
22 
23 Edward Hole 
24 Marlena Spotts 
25 Joseph Nagy, Thomas Rasmussen 
26 Maureen Echevarria 
27  Ann Louise O’Neill, Robert Baillie, Holly Reilly,  
 Carol Jensen 
28 Adam Lucas, Katelyn Jeffus, Heidi Smith, Rhys Raitz 
29  Julie Hereth, Robert Vikingstad, Mark Vikingstad,  
 Eleanor Flannigan 
30  
31  Benjamin Galletto, Sunny Stewart, Wendy Gesele,  
 Andre Deegan  



 

�  This section in the monthly newsletter is available for 
member’s personal classified ads. If you wish to place 
an ad, please call the church office or email your ad to 
trinityislip@optonline.net. The ad will run for one  
month unless requested to be run longer. Maximum will 
be three months. 

A COUPLE OF REMINDERS:  (1) When leaving items 
in the church office for various reasons, please be sure to 
include a note with the name of the recipient and your 
name. Many times things are left in the office with no infor-
mation which makes figuring out where it’s supposed to go 
difficult. (2) Also, when placing orders for your group or 
organization with an outside vendor, please let me know 
where the order should be placed upon its receipt. Also 
please be sure to fill out a payment voucher and submit it to 
the Treasurer. Thank you! 
 
NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES are available in the 
church office. Please be sure to have proper identification 
with you when requesting notarial services. Also, there is a 
$2.00 fee required by law for EACH signature nota-
rized. It is not for personal gain, but required by the state of 
New York. The fee is gifted to Trinity’s General fund. 

 
IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE IN ADDRESS OR PHONE 
NUMBER please contact the church office as soon as pos-
sible with the new information. We have been having many 
mail items returned to the church due to forwarding ad-
dresses not being available, which is costly due to the high 
price of postage these days. Your prompt assistance helps 
to keep mail costs down and will be greatly appreciated! 
 
� � �    

Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy. Exodus 20:8 

Worship each week with your family! 

SATURDAY - 5:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY - 8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10:00 a.m. 

MONDAY - THURSDAY  
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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LITTLE TECH SOLUTIONS , Matthew Little 
Recently Tim O’Hare (one of Trinity’s ushers) was seri-
ously injured in a car accident. To help the family out in this 
troubling time, I am offering to perform any computer re-
pairs, upgrades, or sales with all of the proceeds being do-
nated to the O’Hare family. Please contact me anytime at 
(631) 278-3908 or by email at mattlittle@optonline.net. 

RESUME’ ASSISTANCE: Need help with your resume due 
to economic climate effects on your job? I'm offering to help! 
No fee, just friendly help. Contact Ray Matthews, 807-4580 or 
raysdesk@gmail.com 


